
WINTHROP POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 
POLICY NUMBER:  2015-04 

 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  May 4, 2015 
 

SUBJECT:   Vehicle Towing/Inventory Search of Motor Vehicle 
 

PURPOSE: 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide Winthrop Police Officers with guidelines for the 
towing of a vehicle and the inventory search of that vehicle.   
 

POLICY: 
 
It is the policy of the Winthrop Police Department to conduct inventory searches of all 

motor vehicles that are impounded by the Winthrop Police Department.   
 
PROCEDURE: 
 
IMPOUNDING MOTOR VEHICLES: 

 
In the course of performing their duties, officers may have many occasions requiring the 

removal and/or the impounding of motor vehicles under 168B.035.  Reasons may include, 
but are not limited to: 

 
1. Junk vehicle removal by ordinance 
2. Vehicle is abandoned 

3. Vehicle is disabled due to an accident 
4. Vehicle is a traffic hazard 

5. Vehicle is or contains evidence 
6. The vehicle is recovered as stolen 

7. Vehicle is seized under forfeiture 
8. The driver/owner is arrested and vehicle cannot be legally left at the scene. 

 

The normal course of removal or impoundment for a vehicle seized by the police 
department is to have the driver select a towing company, if reasonably possible.  If not, the 

police department should contact the appropriate towing agency and have the vehicle 
removed to their storage facility.  In this situation, any inventory search should be done on 

any vehicle towed by the police department.   
 
There will be occasions that the vehicle will be held by the police department.  These may 

include, but are not limited to:  when the vehicle is or contains evidence, when the vehicle 
will be subject to a forfeiture procedure, etc.  In these instances, the vehicle should be towed 

to the city garage, to be impounded.  In instances where it is appropriate for a search 



warrant to be obtained, the vehicle should remain secure until the warrant is executed.  
After the evidence issue has been resolved, the vehicle will be subject to an inventory search. 

 
The intent of an inventory search is just that, to inventory any items or property in the 

vehicle in order to protect the officer and police department from claims of theft, to protect 
the automobile owner’s property, and to protect the integrity of the impoundment area.  

Although items discovered in an inventory search are admissible in court, an inventory 
search cannot be used in an attempt to circumvent the warrant requirement for the search 
and seizure of evidence.   

 
IMPOUNDING VEHICLES 

 
It is necessary that an officer have a justifiable reason to impound a vehicle.  An officer may 

not impound a person’s car just because they are arrested.  You must consider whether the 

location and circumstances would reasonably allow the car to be left on the street or in a 
public parking area.  The following are examples of situations where consideration should 

be given to leaving a vehicle at the scene in lieu of towing, provided the vehicle can be 
lawfully parked and left in a  reasonably secured and safe condition:   

 

- Traffic related warrant arrest. 

- Whenever the vehicle otherwise does not need to be stored and the owner requests 

that it be left at the scene. 
 
In such cases, the officer shall note in the report that the owner requested the vehicle not be 

towed. 
 
INVENTORY OF VEHICLES   

 
An inventory of an automobile will be done when the automobile is legally impounded by 

the police department.  An inventory indicates that the items in the car are inventoried and 
a written record of property within the vehicle will be created.  

 
The scope of an inventory search shall include the areas which can be readily entered.  The 

glove compartment, console and trunk, whether locked or not, are within the scope of this 
search.  Containers found in the vehicle shall be opened if the content cannot be determined 
without opening them.  The inventory search shall be conducted in a manner to avoid 

unnecessary damage to the vehicle or its contents.   
 

Vehicles that have been lawfully impounded by the police department are to be inventoried 
as soon as practicable.  Officers must be aware that an inventory of an automobile is just 

that, and not an investigatory search for evidence.  
 
A copy of the written inventory sheet shall be scanned into the Department’s Records 

Management System.   
 

 



 
STORAGE 

 
When an automobile has been legally impounded and is stored in a city owned facility, 

there will be a $10 a day charge for storage.  This fee may be waived by the department for 
good cause, or in forfeiture situations.   


