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Minutes for a Regular Meeting 
Of the Winthrop City Council 

Monday, August 6th, 2018 
 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, August 6th, 2018, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the 

purposes of conducting the business of the city. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kelly 
Pierson at 7:00 p.m. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
ROLL: Council members: Kelly Pierson, Pete Machaiek, Dale 

Malheim, Julie Trebelhorn, Bob Rickheim and Lyle Muth were 
present. City Staff present: City Administrator Jenny Hazelton, City 
Attorney Don Lannoye, Streets/Electric Supt. Gordy Grack, Utilities 

and Fire Chief Troy Martin  Audience: Doug Hanson (Winthrop 
News) Aaron Walton (Walton Law Group), Mike Henderson, Laura 

Fuerst, Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, Dave Trebelhorn, Scott Trebelhorn, 
Rodney Fischer, Connie Pederson, Gary Neid, Darwin Pagel, Roger 

Osborne, Tim Becker (Sibley County Public Works), Bryan Petzel 
(ISG), Garrett Meyer 

 

II. OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 
Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen updated the council on the latest legislative 
session and what was discussed and accomplished. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
a. Machaiek added item k. Oil deposit. Motion Malheim, second 

Trebelhorn to approve agenda. Passed voice vote. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Motion Muth, second Rickheim to approve consent agenda. 

Passed voice vote. 
 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. None 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Hire Walton Law Group (A)—Aaron Walton introduced himself 

to the council about his practice and discussed the transition with 
Schauer Law Office going forward. Motion Trebelhorn, second 

Malheim to approve Walton Law Group as new city attorney. Passed 
voice vote. 
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b. County Road 57 Discussion (I)—Mayor Pierson invited Tim 
Becker with Sibley County Public Works to speak to the council about 

the different options for the road. Becker met earlier with Pierson, 
Hazelton, Grack, Olson and Martin out at the road to discuss the 

project. Grack estimated that it would cost $58,000 to $65,000.00 to 
move the utilities. If they do a 6ft or 4 ft shoulder they would still have 

to move the utilities but can still qualify for CSAH money. They can 
do nothing and mill and overlay using county funds. Or they could put 
in curb and gutter which would cost 1.3 million for the county share 

and about $330,000 for the city share plus the cost of installing storm 
drainage. The utilities would not have to be moved if they go with curb 

and gutter. Mayor Pierson would like to see the council make a 
decision on this matter at the next meeting. 

c. Brown Street Drainage (A)—Michael Henderson came before the 
council to ask for dirt and some relief on his utilities regarding the 
storm water drainage issues at his property. The council agreed to 

allow Henderson to take as much fill as he wanted from the city pile 
but the city would not be transporting it for him. They also decided to 

not give him any relief on his utility bill due to many houses having to 
run sump pumps in town. The city position is that construction of a 

new street would solve the drainage issues out there but at the current 
time the residents do not want that street constructed.  
d. R2018-14 Resolution to Join Statewide Volunteer Firefighter 
Retirement Plan (A) Chief Martin and Fireman Scott Trebelhorn 

presented to the council that they want to move their retirement 
investments to the State PERA Firefighter fund. They feel this will 
earn them better return on investments and they will save money from 

not having to pay annually for an audit or other costs related to 
maintaining the fund. Motion Malheim, second Muth to approve 

R2018-14. Passed voice vote. Trebelhorn abstained.  
e. Purchase Agreement 415 N. Hennepin (A)—Lannoye explained 

that he has worked out a purchase agreement which has a possession 
date of October 1st and $5,000 down in earnest money. The council 
questioned whether it could get done sooner but Lannoye explained 

that probably wouldn’t happen with the next regular meeting being 
September 4th, he feels this is the best option. Motion Trebelhorn, 

second Machaiek to accept the purchase agreement. Passed voice vote. 
f. Trees at 416 W 3rd Street (A)—Councilor Muth wanted clarification 

that the trees were being taken down because of the hazard they 
created with he sidewalk at that address and not just because they 
owner wanted them gone. They are in fact pushing up the sidewalk 

and pushing out the curb and creating a trip hazard on the sidewalk. 
Council agreed the trees need to come down. 

g. Hire Aron Hacker Full Time Police Officer (A)—Hazelton 
explained that they interviewed four finalists for the position and 

would like to extend the offer to Ms. Hacker contingent on her passing 
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the background and psychological evaluation. Motion Rickehim, 
second Malheim to hire Aron Hacker contingent on above terms.  

Passed voice vote. 
h. Automated Metering Survey (A)—Hazelton would like permission 

from the council to put a survey in the utility bills and online to get 
public input on an automated metering service. Motion Trebelhorn, 

second Rickheim to approve the survey. Passed voice vote. 
i. Free Little Library in Spruce Circle (A)—Cheryl Malheim would 
like to put in a free little library in Spruce Circle. She will purchase and 

maintain the library. She feels it will get more use there than if it were 
to be put on private property. Motion Muth, second Trebelhorn to 

approve the free little library. Passed voice vote. Malheim abstain. 
j. Infants Remembered in Silence (IRIS) Resolution Request (A)—

Hazelton presented an e-mail request from the non-profit to recognize 
their group through the enclosed resolution, and the date of October 

15th which has been set to recognize the loss of infants. Motion 
Rickheim, second Machaiek to approve R2018-15 Resolution 

Recognizing National Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Day. 
Passed voice vote. Malheim against.  
k. Oil Deposit (A)/(I)—Machaiek would like to see a city oil dump 

down at the city garage so that residents could have a place to dump 
their waste oil. He thought that New Ulm would have one. Mayor 

Pierson instructed Machaiek to check with New Ulm and bring more 
information back to the council. 

 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

a. None  
 

VIII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
a. ADMINISTRATOR/EDA REPORT—Hazelton reported that 

her and Lorenz are working on the budget. They are also working 

on getting ready for the Primary Election August 14th. The water 
line on 8th Street still isn’t fixed due to the wetness of the area and 

the high water level of the ditch. MNDOT has been contacted 
regarding reconstruction of Hwy 19 through town. It still is not on 
their radar in the next 10 years, will check back with them next 

year. Park Committee is working on benches with the Alumni 
Association. They picked out three spots for two benches each. The 

City has agreed to pay the cost of the cement. Olson also got a 
quote from Neisen’s for an additional path on the north side of the 

park for roughly $13,000.00. Met with Gaylord to work out an 
agreement for the purchase of the new jetter. Met with Core and 
Main to discuss automated metering. Met with the electric 

committee to discuss moving forward with acquiring the electric 
service territory within our city limits that would also serve the new 

Lafayette Lift Trucks building. Met with Darin and Heartland 
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Corn to discuss future construction out at the plant. Met with the 
new GFW Superintendent along with Gibbon and Fairfax to 

discuss the School Resource Officer position. Went to Buffalo to 
tour the new solar field and attended the MMPA Annual meeting 

in Elk River. Working on the community picnic with Dawn Fritz 
and Kellie Sloot on the Chamber. Working with a resident to 

donate some outdoor exercise equipment in the park. 
WEDA spent 18 hours working on EDA related jobs. There was 
no meeting in July. Met with Aaron Walton to discuss purchasing 

Schauer Law office building/practice. Things are moving forward 
with that. Dave Trebelhorn and I met with Karl Klockman to 

discuss a First Right of Refusal on his property out along County 
Road 57 for $5,000.00. Lannoye is preparing the document. 

Working with Dana Lietzau in Gibbon on the Housing Institute 
homework, putting together a concept paper to share with 
contractors at the next institute. Met with Sue Keithahn and Brian 

Maciej with Lime Valley to begin populating the Minnesota 
Healthy Heartland Homes website. Also, finished the commercial 

that was produced by New Ulm Cable Access Television that will 
promote the site. 

b. CITY LEGAL REPORT—None 
c. WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT REPORT—Hjerpe’s will be 

here next week to fix the 8th Street water line. Martin would also 

like to review the sump pump ordinance. He feels there are some 
changes that could be made.  

d. STREET DEPARTMENT—None 
e. ELECTRIC DEPARMENT REPORT— None 

i. MMPA Meeting Update—Enclosed  
ii. MMPA Statement of Net Position—Enclosed 

f. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT—None 
g. AMBULANCE REPORT—None 

h. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT-Provided a written report.  
 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion Malheim, second Muth to adjourn. Passed voice vote. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
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     ______________________________ 

     Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 

Administrator 


