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Minutes for a Regular Meeting 

Of the Winthrop City Council 

Monday, November 6th, 2017 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, November 6th, 2017, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the 

purposes of conducting the business of the city. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kelly 
Pierson at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL: Council members: Kelly Pierson, Pete Machaiek, Dale 
Malheim, Bob Rickheim and Julie Trebelhorn were present. Councilor 

Lyle Muth was absent. City Staff present: City Administrator Jenny 
Hazelton, City Attorney Don Lannoye, WEDA Director Mark 

Erickson, Street Supt. Gordy Grack, Police Chief Karen Johnson and 

Police Officer Zach Pierce Audience: Mike Mattison (Winthrop 
News), Brian Petzel (ISG), Michael Henderson, Pam Kokesch, Pete 

Hahn, Howard & June Kammerlander, Zylpha Mueller, Victoria 
Mueller, Marlene Roepke, Dave Trebelhorn, Diana Karau, Tom 

Witucki, Dave & Sue Bengston, Dan Christensen, Allen Bartels, and 
Gary Kruggel. 

 

II. OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 
No one spoke 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

a. Motion Machaiek, second Trebelhorn to approve the agenda. 
Passed voice vote. 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Motion Malheim, second Rickheim to approve the consent agenda. 

Passed voice vote. 
 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. 2017A Construction Project Assessment Hearing—Mayor Pierson 
opened the assessment hearing. Petzel presented a project overview to 

the council and audience noting that the project came in under budget 
as well as the assessments. Some of the audience members asked for 
clarification on the amounts of the assessments. Petzel answered the 

questions. The hearing was closed at 7:21pm. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. R2017-17 Resolution Adopting the 2017A Construction Project 

Assessments (A) Motion Malheim, second Trebelhorn to approve 

R2017-17. Passed voice vote. 

b. Brown Street Storm Sewer (A)—Petzel also presented to the 
council three options to improve storm water drainage along 

Brown Street south of the rail road tracks. There was discussion on 
the water just becoming a problem further down the street. Council 

asked Petzel to get some cost estimates for finishing the street with 
storm sewer and curb and gutter and bringing that to the meeting 

next month.  

c. Hazardous Building 415 N. Hennepin (A) Lannoye explained to 
the council the order to abate. He also said that Holmquist just 

recently obtained legal counsel and they requested some time to get 
the attorney up to date on the issues. Don recommended that the 

council give them a couple weeks to get their information. Mayor 
Pierson called for a special meeting November 20th at 7 pm to 
address the nuisance abatement issue.  

d. Sibley County Attorney Full Time discussion (I) Mayor Pierson 
asked to move this item up to d. for discussion since Commissioner 

Gary Kruggel had now made it to the meeting. He also explained 
that anyone who would like to speak will have two minutes with a 

chance for one follow up comment. He opened the discussion with 
comments from the council. Councilor Rickheim would hate to see 
Schauer Law Office close and lose a business. Councilor Malheim 

has concerns regarding how much more it will cost the city to 
retain legal counsel elsewhere. Mayor Pierson is concerned about 

the costs to residents if they have to leave town and try to find 
another attorney. Councilor Trebelhorn stated that it may look 

good on paper but she isn’t sure it is a great option. Councilor 
Machaiek is not in favor of it, nor does he want to lose our city 
attorney. Commissioner Kruggel explained the back story on how 

long it has been in the works to try and make the county attorney 
full time. They now have room at the county office building and 

with the increasing work load the commissioners and the County 
Administrator feel the time is right to make the move. Tom 

Witucki questioned the savings to the county nor does he think that 
Dave wants to move and close his private practice. Witucki would 

like to see the county keep it the way it is currently and let Dave 

retire, then make changes. Allen Bartels is concerned with the loss 
of Dave’s private practice and the affect it will have on the 

community as a whole. Dave is trusted and well respected in the 
community. Lannoye clarified that if he is full time county attorney 

Dave can not do civil private practice. Marlene Roepke questioned 
Kruggel on how long Dave has known about these discussions. She 
feels he should have been brought in to the conversation sooner. 
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Diana Karau disagrees with the figures provided by the county 
administrator and also doubts that Dave was brought in to the 

conversation back in 2005. She also presented the council with a 
packet of information regarding this issue. Dave Trebelhorn wants 

to keep Dave in town. Commissioner Kruggel suggested that the 
council get on the agenda for the November 28th work session to 

have a conversation with the county commissioners regarding this 
issue. Mayor Pierson thanked Gary and the audience for coming to 
the meeting tonight to have this discussion. 

e. Request from WEDA to pay half of website upgrade (A)—EDA 
Director Erickson updated the council on the progress of the 

website upgrade and asked the council of behalf of the EDA board 
if they would be willing to pay for half of the site which will be 

$4,800.00. There are amenities that the city can use on this site that 
currently aren’t available and they feel the city will benefit from 
this upgrade as well as the EDA and Chamber. Motion 

Trebelhorn, second Rickheim to pay for half of the website 
upgrade. Malheim opposed. Passed voice vote. 

 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

a. R2017-16 Resolution Regarding Variance Request 203 S. 

Nicollet (A)—Last month the council asked to table this issue to 

gather some more information on the fence. Lannoye presented a 
resolution outlining the Planning Commission’s recommendation 

to approve the request for no egress corner and denying the request 
for the 8ft height. Council agreed with the commission’s 
recommendation. Motion Malheim, second Trebelhorn to approve 

R2017-16. Passed voice vote. 

 

VIII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

a. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT—Hazelton presented that there 

is a Town Hall meeting on November 16th regarding the rural child 
care initiative. Council is invited to this meeting but they need to 

RSVP. Hazelton is attending with a former child care provider 
from Winthrop. Sibley County EDA met in October and discussed 

the Town Hall as well as the medical school and marketing the 
area, including Winthrop’s website upgrade. Councilor Trebelhorn 
and Hazelton attended the LMC regional meeting in New Ulm 

and discussed communicating change, technology and legislative 
update. Mayor Pierson, Erickson and Hazelton met with 

Commissioner Kruggel to discuss the full time county attorney 
issue and concerns Winthrop has regarding that change. Zieger and 

Hazelton attended a MPCA meeting in Mankato to learn about 
chloride and phosphorous issued coming in the future. Hazelton 
also attended MMUA and a Sibley County Library Board meeting. 

The walking path in the north end of the park is complete, and 
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specs for the proposed pavilion have been distributed to all of the 
local contractors with a deadline of January 15th, 2018. 

b. WEDA REPORT— Erickson presented to the council that the 
EDA got a live preview of the new website at their last meeting. 

They have received a grant from Blanding as well as some funds 
from the Chamber to offer classes for businesses to claim their page 

on the new website and have some classes to teach them how to 
use Facebook in their businesses. Erickson is still working with 
AAA Manufacturing and helping them get their business open in 

town. AdMark has been selected by the Sibley Housing Team to do 
the housing study, it will cost the EDA about $3,500 for their 

share. Lastly, Erickson announced that he will be retiring from his 
position at the end of 2017 and thanked the council for the last 9 

years of service. The council all thanked Mark for his work in 
Winthrop.  

c. CITY LEGAL REPORT—None 

d. WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT REPORT-- None 

e. STREET DEPARTMENT—None 

f. ELECTRIC DEPARMENT REPORT—None 

g. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT—None. 

h. AMBULANCE REPORT None 

i. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT-Enclosed.  

j. CABLE COMMISSION REPORT-- None 
 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion Rickheim, second Malheim to adjourn. Passed voice vote. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 
 

 
 
 

     ______________________________ 
     Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 

 

 
 

 
_______________________________ 

Administrator 


