
Minutes for a Regular Meeting 

Of the Winthrop City Council 

Monday, January 5
th

, 2015 

 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, 

5
th

, 2015, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the 

business of the city. 

 

At 7:05pm City Clerk Barb Ahlbrecht administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Pierson, 

and Councilmembers Robert Rickheim, Dale Malheim, Julie Trebelhorn and Lyle Muth.  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kelly 

Pierson at 7:08 p.m. 

 

ROLL: Council members Kelly Pierson, Robert Rickheim, Dale 

Malheim, Julie Trebelhorn, Pete Machaiek, and Lyle Muth were present. 

City Administrator Jenny Hazelton, Attorney Don Lannoye, Mark 

Erickson, Gordy Grack, Barb Ahlbrecht, Joe Ziegler, Karen Johnson, 

Cheryl Malheim, Mike Mattison, Mark Santelman, Bryan Petzel, Oscar 

Olson, Shelly Zacate, and Luis Zacate were also present. 

 

II. OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 
Mark Santelman spoke. 

 

III. ESTABLISH AGENDA  
a. Motion Machaiek, second Malheim to establish the agenda as 

presented. Passed voice vote. 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Motion Trebelhorn, second Muth to approve the consent agenda. 

Passed voice vote. 

 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Resolution 2015-01 Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications 

and Ordering Advertisement for Bids (A) Bryan Petzel spoke on the 

upcoming Carver and 8
th

 Street improvements. He is anticipating a 

February 11
th

, bid date. There is also going to be an Open House 

currently planned for January 14
th

 from 4 pm to 6 pm at City Hall for 

all the affected property owners. They can come and talk to staff and 

the engineers about the project and ask any questions they may have. 

Motion Machaiek, second Rickheim to pass Resolution 2015-01. 

Passed voice vote. 

b. Social Media Policy (I)/(A) Mayor Pierson discussed the proposed 

social media policy presented to the Council. He would like to see 



more interaction between city staff, councilors and residents and he 

feels a Facebook page would be a great way to do that. There was 

discussion on how the page would be administered and what 

information would be put on the page. Councilman Malheim and 

Mayor Pierson agreed to be on a committee to discuss this more with 

Hazelton and bring the information back to the next meeting. 

c. Publish Minutes in the Winthrop News (A) Mayor Pierson would 

also like to begin publishing the council meeting minutes in the 

Winthrop News so that people without internet access can stay 

informed on city business. Muth thought this was another good way to 

get information out to people. Motion Rickheim, second Muth to 

publish the council minutes in the Winthrop News not to exceed 

$2,500 annually. Passed voice vote. 

d. iPad policy (I) Mayor Pierson thought that it would be beneficial for 

the council to look into iPads for ease of transferring information and 

to reduce paper waste. The council was presented with a sample policy 

and a committee of Mayor Pierson, Councilmen Malheim and 

Trebelhorn were appointed to meet and bring back more information 

to the council next month.  

e. Work session Discussion on Council goals (I) Mayor Pierson would 

like to discuss with the council members what their goals are as 

individual members and for the council as a whole. He would like to 

discuss these goals at a later meeting time, either a work session or at 

the next regular meeting. It was also discussed that the council 

members meet with their respective committees so that they can get to 

know the staff and the operations of the committees they are serving 

on. 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

a. Ordinance 20141201-01 Demand Electric Charges (A) This 

ordinance has a first reading last month with the council requesting 

staff bring back some information on what other cities do to get 

customers off of Demand once they are on. Hazleton reported on 

Arlington and Fairfax’s policies. Grack would like some more time to 

do some more research on putting all three phase on Demand. Council 

tabled the second reading until next month. 

b. Ambulance Bids (A) The City received 2 bids for the 2001 ambulance 

rig. Bid #1 was from Mike Niesen for $1,250, bid #2 was from Joel 

Decker with Starland Charities for #1,501. There was some discussion 

about donating the ambulance and Lannoye explained that the 

ambulance seems to have some value due the bids before the council 

and it would be in the tax payers best interest to accept one of the bids. 

Motion Machaiek, second Trebelhorn to approve bid #2 for $1,501 

from Starland Charities. Passed voice vote. 

 

 

 



VIII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

a. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 

Hazelton provided a written report: 

Joe and Oscar attended transformer training December 16-19 in 

Marshall they said it was very informative; Hazelton would like to get 

them some more electric training in the future. It was decided to keep 

the flashing crosswalk where it was originally proposed at the 

intersection of 4
th

 and Nicollet by the school. It was also decided to get 

a speed sign for the East side of town to slow down traffic coming 

from that direction. The City doesn’t qualify for the Region 9 “Safe 

Walk to School” program. Their minimum amount is $50,000 and our 

project is only $25,000. Hazelton is planning on meeting with Tami 

Martin GFW School Superintendent, and Chief Johnson this month to 

discuss a replacement program for the schools security cameras. We 

are going to pay off two bond issues coming up in January and 

Feburary totaling $240,000.00. Ken Vonderharr will be here in the 

next week or two to start the audit. Gordy and I are going to have a 

discussion with MNDoT about the street light poles at Main & 4
th

 

Street. The tree grant has been completed and we have been 

reimbursed $22,147.67 from the DNR. The pavilion was discussed 

with the Music in the Park committee and the Chamber. We are 

waiting on a total for funding and who all wants to be involved to 

begin looking at designs. 

b. WEDA REPORT 

c. CITY LEGAL REPORT 

Attorney Lannoye presented the council with an assessment policy 

report to review. He explained the importance of having a policy on 

file and the council should read the report and we can discuss it at the 

next meeting. 

d. WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT REPORT  

Joe will be working with I & S to move forward with the 8
th

 & Carver 

Street project. 

e. STREET DEPARTMENT  

No Report 

f. ELECTRIC DEPARMENT REPORT  

The Public Summary from the last MMPA meeting was submitted. 

g. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

h. AMBULANCE REPORT  

i. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT  
Chief Johnson submitted a written report and also discussed the 

removing cars after a snow storm so the plows can clean streets. 

Councilman Malheim suggested we put a flyer in the billing 

explaining winter parking. Mailbox problems were also discussed. 

Some of the mailboxes attached to wooden poles are beginning to rot 

and if they get snow piled up they fall off the posts. It was suggested to 

put a flyer in the bills about that also so people check their mailboxes 



for rotting wood. The street committee agreed to meet and go over the 

current snow parking policy and try and get a little better policy in 

place. Chief Johnson also reported that she would like to have an 

Emergency Management meeting with all the department heads and go 

over some of the old policys.  

j. CABLE COMMISSION REPORT 
Hazelton said at the last Cable Commission meeting the school 

presented a request to help with funding some security camera 

replacements. The Commission agreed that they would probably help 

but would like more information. Wade took the commission on a tour 

of the public access channel equipment and explained how the 

operation works. 

k. FIBER PROJECT REPORT 
Erickson reported that Buffalo Lake approved the resolution to move 

forward with the project.  

 

Motion Machaiek, second Malheim to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

 

  

 

     ______________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Administrator 


