
Minutes for a Regular Meeting 

Of the Winthrop City Council 

Monday December 2nd, 2013 

 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, 

December 2
nd

, 2013,  in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of 

conducting the business of the city. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave 

Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Jessica Wiborg, Lyle Muth, 

Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz, and Rob Edwards were present.  City 

Clerk/Treasurer Jenny Hazelton, City Administrator Mark Erickson, City 

Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Karen Johnson and Mark 

Santelman were also present 

 

III. OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 
 

IV. ESTABLISH AGENDA  
a. Motion Dietz, second Wiborg to approve agenda. Passed voice vote. 

 

V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Motion Muth, second Dietz to approve the consent agenda as 

presented. Passed on a voice vote. 

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. Truth in Taxation Hearing – City Clerk Jennifer Hazelton went 

through the 2014 levy with the council. There was an increase in LGA 

this year that will go toward the purchase of a new ambulance. The 

2014 levy represents a 4% levy increase. There were no comments 

from the public regarding the 2014 levy and the hearing was closed. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
a. 2014 Levy – Motion Wiborg, second Dietz to approve the 2014 levy at 

$699,288. Passed on a 3-2 vote with Council member Machaiek 

casting the deciding vote. 

b. 2014 CSAH Agreement with Sibley County – Edwards asked if 

there was an inflation mechanism for the contracts. Erickson said he 

didn’t know but that amount to the city reflects how much the state 

provides the county. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the 

2014 CSAH Agreement with Sibley County. Passed on a voice vote. 

c. 2014 Liquor Licenses – Motion Dietz, second Wiborg to approve the 

2014 City Liquor licenses for Eagles Landing, Hahn’s Restaurant and 

Lounge, Tanker Bay and Winthrop Bowling Alley contingent upon all 



the necessary forms are submitted and approved before the license is 

issued. Passed on a voice vote 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. 2
nd

 Reading o Updated Electrical Ordinance – Erickson gave a 

background on the update. The council has been looking at the 

changes for several months. A month delay was granted to give 

landlords an opportunity to comment on the changes. A letter was sent 

to all city landlords. Most responded that they understand the reason 

for the change. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to have the second 

reading of the amended Electrical Ordinance. Passed on a 3-1 vote 

with Wiborg voting no. Edwards commented after the vote that the 

city needs to come up with a standard operating procedure to handle 

past due utility accounts, perhaps through the administrative 

committee.  

b. 2
nd

 Street Discussion – There was discussion on the scope of a 

potential project for 2
nd

 Street from County Road 33 west to Brown 

Street. There was consensus that the 429 assessment process would not 

be necessary as the size of the project will be small. The city 

administrator will bring some options for work on 2
nd

 street to a future 

council meeting. 

 

IX. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 

a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

No report 

b. CITY LEGAL COUNCIL REPORT 

Don explained that voting process that occurred early in the meeting 

with Machaiek casting the tie breaking vote for the 2014 levy. He also 

explained he has been working with the police chief on cleaning up a 

nuisance issue at 215 Mill Street. He then talked about the process the 

city was going through certifying unpaid utility bills to taxes. He gave 

the council copies of  a letter from an attorney who was not 

representing Jeff and Michelle Woods. The attorney said he was asked 

to write the letter but was not representing them. The Woods are 

asking the council to accept their last offer of $800 to settle the 

account. Lannoye explained the council can either accept the last offer 

or let their decision to certify a larger amount to taxes stand. It was 

decided to have a closed session at the end of the meeting to discuss 

the matter. 

c. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Council member Machaiek said the MMPA would like Winthrop to 

extend their wholesale power contract an additional ten years through 

Dec. 31, 2050.  The association’s newest member, Elk River, has their 

contract with MMPA through 2050 and the MMPA board would like 

all members to have the same contract lengths. The matter will be 

brought up again at the January meeting. 



 

 

At 8:02 p.m. there was a motion by Edwards and a second Dietz to close the regular 

meeting to discuss an attorney/client privilege matter with respect to past due utility 

accounts. Passed on a voice vote. 

 

At 8:26 p.m. there was a motion by Edwards and a second by Dietz to close the closed 

meeting and reopen the regular meeting. City Attorney Lannoye summarized the closed 

session where discussion was held regarding options for the certification of Woods past 

due utility bills to taxes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. on a motion by Edwards and a second by Dietz. 

 

 

  

     ______________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk-Treasurer 


