
Minutes for a Regular Meeting 

Of the Winthrop City Council 

Tuesday, September 6th, 2011 

 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on 

Tuesday, September 6th, 2011, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the 

purposes of conducting the business of the city. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave 

Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL CALL Council members Ed Pelletier, Pete Machaiek, Lyle Muth, 

and Rob Edwards were present. Guests included Mark Erickson, Tim 

Penny, Karen Johnson, Brad Potter, Ken Vanderhaar, Mike Mattison, 

Jenny Hazelton, Kelly and Sandy Pierson, Kevin Caldwell, Pat Bartels, 

Barb Johnson, Gordy Grack, Mike Trebesch and Joe Ziegler. 

 

III. ESTABLISH AGENDA  
 

a. Addition of Wholesale liquor license request and Tim Penny to agenda 

on Motion by Pelletier and second by Edward to establish the agenda. 

Passed voice vote. 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA Motion Edwards second 

Pelletier to approve consent agenda. Passed voice vote. 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. SMIF President Tim Penny – Southern Minnesota Initiative 

Foundation President Tim Penny discussed the projects of the 

Initiative Fund including work in Sibley County. He thanked the 

council for their past support and requested they continue that support 

during tight budget times.  

b. 2011 Audit – CPA Ken Vonderhaar went through the 2011 Audit with 

the council. The enterprise funds are in good shape but the garbage 

fund is in the red again. The new reporting date from the state for the 

city is March 15
th

 2012. Ken doesn’t expect any problem meeting that 

date next year as he plans to get an early start on Winthrop’s audit. 

c. Certify 2012 Budget Levy - The proposed 2012 budget levy reflects 

an 8% increase in the local levy. That number, once it is certified to 

the state, cannot increase but can be decreased. Staff will schedule 

work sessions for the council prior to the Truth in Taxation meeting in 

December to go through the budget in detail. Motion Edwards, second 

Pelletier to certify the 2012 levy at $612,454.00, reflecting an 8% 

increase in the levy and hold the Truth in Taxation Hearing at the 

regular council meeting on December 5
th

. Passed on a voice vote. 



d. Crossroad Off sale Liquor License – Kelly and Sandy Pierson and 

Kevin Caldwell told the council they would like to remodeling an 

existing building on Highway 15 and operate an off sale liquor store to 

be called Crossroads Liquor. The council needs to approve their 

application to the state of Minnesota. Background checks will be 

performed by the Winthrop Police Department of the owners. The 

business would not open until the spring of 2012 so the liquor license 

won’t be required until a later date. Motion Machaiek, second Pelletier 

to approve the Crossroads Liquor application to the state of Minnesota 

for an off sale liquor license. Passed on a voice vote. 

e. Primary Electric Line Update – Quade Electric submitted the only 

bid for the electrical upgrade at a cost of $394,700. According to city 

electrical engineer Paul Kaeding that amount is in line with the project 

and he recommended they award the project to Quade. Motion 

Pelletier, second Edwards to award the bid to Quade in the amount of 

$394,700. passed on a voice vote. 

f. Financing for Electric Line Upgrade – Shannon Sweeney 

recommended the council award financing for the electric upgrade 

project to Northland Securities in the amount of $435,000. The interest 

rate came in lower than Shannon thought it would in his estimates. 

Motion Edwards, second Lyle to award the financing for the electric 

upgrade project to Northland Securities. Passed on a unanimous voice 

vote. 

g. Handicap Parking for Drug Store – Erickson said the drug store is 

asking if a handicapped parking sign can be place somewhere on the 

north side of 2
nd

 street. The drug store has had requests for 

handicapped parking. Erickson said that when he talked to Sisters Café 

manager Greg Johnson, Johnson suggested that a 15 minute parking 

stall in addition to the handicap parking might make more sense. The 

plan would be to eliminate the handicapped parking on the south side 

of 2
nd

 Street and move it to the north side next to the alley and well as 

add a 15 minute parking stall. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to 

eliminate the handicap parking on the south side of 2
nd

 Street, move it 

to the north side next to the alley and add a 15 minute parking sign on 

the north side. Passed on a voice vote. 

h. Small Cities Grant resolutions – Erickson informed the council they 

needed to approve several resolutions supplied by the Southwest 

Minnesota Housing Partnership for the Small Cities Grant. Motion 

Pelletier, second Machaiek to approve the Procedures for Residential 

and Procedures for Commercial grants, the Cooperative Agreement 

between the three communities of Winthrop, Gibbon and New 

Auburn, the contract for administrative services with the Southwest 

Minnesota Housing Partnership, the Section 3 Plan for the City of 

Winthrop and the City of Winthrop Fair Housing Policy (resolution 

#20110906-01) with the language that the City of Winthrop through 

the Small Cities Development Program Grant #CDAP-10-00710-FY11 



to the great extent feasible, will market to low and very low-income 

persons or businesses, and female or minority owned contractors. 

Passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

i. Residential Garbage Rates – Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to 

raise the monthly cost of residential garbage cart by $2.00 per month 

per cart. Passed on a voice vote. 

j. City Sign Land – Motion Pelletier, second Edwards to approve up to 

$1,500 for the purchase of or access to land owned by Lamar Sign on 

the northeast corner of the intersection of Highways 15 & 19 for the 

proposed city sign. Passed on a voice vote. 

k. Knoebel House – Erickson said the city needs to take action to acquire 

the Knoebel House from the county to control its future use. Motion 

Pelletier, second Machaiek to take the necessary steps to acquire the 

Knoebel property from Sibley County. Passed on a voice vote. 

l. I&S Pay Request for Eastside Sanitary Sewer Project – Motion 

Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the pay request from Hjerpes 

Excavation of $107,573.99 for the Eastside Sanitary Sewer Project. 

Passed on a voice vote. 

m. Sleepy Hollow Annexations – After a discussion regarding 

annexations requests by at least one resident on Sleepy Hollow the 

council came to the consensus the city is not interested in annexing 

any property on Sleepy Hollow into the city at this time. The main 

point of contention with annexations is the narrow and winding road 

with inadequate easements for utilities. 

n. Wellhead Protection Plan – Motion Edwards, second Muth to hired 

Minnesota Rural Water to do the Phase II work for Winthrop’s 

Wellhead Protection Plan not to exceed $6,500. Passed on a voice 

vote. 

o. Frost Boils – Street Superintendent Gordy Grack said he would like 

the opportunity to try and fix the frost boils himself to hopefully savet 

he city money. He said he would dig the boils out 16” and put fabric 

down before filling back in with class 5 gravel. He would like 

permission to do two frost boils to see how it goes. Motion Pelletier, 

second Edwards to allow Gordy to dig out two frost boils and report 

back to the council at their October meeting. Passed on a voice vote. 

p. Possible 2012 Street Project – After discussion on a possible 2012 

street project it was decided to postpone any such street project until 

2013. 

 

VI. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 

a. WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT 

Joe provided an update on the sanitary sewer project. He said the line 

is almost up to Highway 19 on the south side but the borer is not 

expected to return until the following week. The line that has been 

installed has been pressure tested and passed. Joe said the manholes 



around the disposal plant have been raised to avoid possible flooding 

in the future. He is working with Boetcher/Aero Electric in Arlington 

on lights for the water tower. The lights cannot be attached to the hand 

railing so another way of attaching the lights will have to be found. 

The filter media for the #1 filter at the filter plant is completely shot 

and needs to be replaced. The other filter is listed substandard to poor. 

Joe will have a report at next month’s council meeting on replacing the 

media and checking over the filters for other possible problems. 

 

b. PARK DEPARTMENT 

Gordy informed the council the park bathrooms were vandalized over 

the weekend and repairs were being made. He would like to close the 

park down early but the council said it should stay open until the end 

of September. 

 

c. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Two new fireman have been added to the department. The FEMA 

grant for radios has been sent off. New grant stipulations say the grant 

is only for fire and ambulance departments. A FEMA grant for 

$25,000 for a new rescue tool has been submitted. 

 

d. POLICE REPORT 

Chief Johnson said she talked to former Chief Froehlich about the park 

vandalism and the possibility of deploying a portable surveillance 

system. City Building Inspector Darin Haslip as examined almost half 

of the building on the list of possible unsafe buildings. She requested 

the council approve the purchase of a taser gun and training and 

evidence supplies at a cost of $1,350 out of the forfeiture fund. Motion 

Edwards, second Muth to allow for both purchases at a cost of $1,350. 

Passed on a voice vote. 

 

e. MISCELLANEOUS 

 Erickson went over the cable commission report 

 Erickson gave a fiber optic project update. 

 

The  meeting was adjourned at 9:46 p.m. 

 

 

      ______________________________ 

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk-Administrator 


