Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, December 3rd, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, December 3rd, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor Pete Machaiek at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Rob Edwards, Ed Pelletier, Colleen Dietz, Lyle Muth and Pete Machaiek were present.  Mark Erickson, Don Lannoye, Gordy Grack, Jenny Hazelton, Dale Malheim, Jessica Wiborg, Chris Davis and Mike Mattison were also present.
III. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Edwards, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS
Truth in Taxation Hearing – Vice Mayor Machaiek opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m. City Clerk Hazelton provided an update on the current budget proposal that reflected a levy increase of 8.1%. The overall operating budget of the city is down 1% but there is a levy increase because of LGA cuts. Vice Mayor Machaiek asked if there were any comments from the audience. There were none. The public hearing was closed at 7:06 p.m.

V. NEW BUSINESS
a. Liquor License Renewals – Erickson informed the council that all of the necessary information for the renewal of liquor and beer licenses for Eagles Landing, Tanker Bay, Hahns and the bowling alley had been received by Utility Clerk Barb Ahlbrecht. Motion Edwards, second Colleen to approve the liquor licenses contingent on a final check of all necessary paperwork and paid taxes. Passed on a voice vote.
b. 2013 City Budget and Levy Certification – After a brief discussion on the budget there was a motion by Pelletier and a second by Muth to approve the 2013 levy at 8.1% above the 2012 level, or a 2013 levy in the amount of $637.557.00. Passed on a unanimous voice vote.
c. New Wall Heaters for City Hall – Erickson informed the council that the current wall heaters in city hall (four of them) needed to be replaced because they are old, inefficient and present a potential fire hazard. He passed out a quote from Jackson Electric for the purchase and installation of new wall heaters. Edwards asked if there were more energy efficient heaters available like the ones used in Europe. Erickson was told to check on energy efficient units, along with rebates from the MMPA and the possible additional of geo-thermal for city hall. There are also unused heaters in the basement of city hall that need to be checked for compatibility.
d. Police Office to represent city at Cold Springs funeral – Pelletier said he would like to see the council authorize a city police officer to attend the funeral of the slain Cold Springs officer. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve travel expenses for an officer to attend the funeral. Passed on a voice vote.
e. Bartels Property Annexation – Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to have the 2nd reading of the Bartels Annexation resolution. Passed on a voice vote.
f. Riedel Property Annexation – Erickson said that when the city annexed in the Riedel Property two years ago the township was listed incorrectly in the paperwork and that a new resolution with the correct townships needed to be passed and published. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to have the first reading of the Riedel Property Annexation. Passed on a voice vote.
g. Gutters for City Hall – Erickson said that gutters were needed on the new metal roof for the police department annex to prevent rain and snow from sliding down the roof. Two quotes for received. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the Bussler and Son Construction bid of $1,213.00. Passed on a voice vote.
VI. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

a. LEGAL DEPARTMENT
Lannoye informed the council of the status of the house on Redwood. Progress has been made on clean up and the owner is getting things up to code. There are three properties from the spring bus tour that haven’t fix their problems and he would like to have their properties condemned at District court to compel them to take action. Erickson said the intent of the spring tours was to find properties that needed to be improved and work with the owners, not necessarily to compel to tear down structures. He has an agreement with one landowner to have a second opinion on the condition of the building by next May. The bank has taken over one of the properties on the list and the owner of the third property has not been talked to recently because of the difficulty of contacting him. Motion Dietz, second Pelletier to table any action of the three properties until May of 2013 to give time for Erickson to work with the property owners. Passed on a voice vote.
b. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Machaiek provided an MMPA update, saying that it appeared the bio energy plant in LeSueur appeared to be back on track as issues with the city are being resolved.
c. AMBULANCE DEPARTMENT

Lannoye said that new officers were elected for 2013 and a new committee has been formed to look into purchasing a new ambulance in two years. There was a short discussion on which ambulance might be traded in at that time. The annual pay for ambulance personnel was presented to the council. There were 181 calls in 2012 and total pay to members totaled $38,023. The money to pay the volunteers comes from revenue from ambulance runs and does not come from taxpayers. Motion Muth, second Edwards to approve the compensation of $38,023 as presented. Passed on  a voice vote.
d. CABLE COMMISSION REPORT


Erickson said the board has voted to hired an outside auditor to audit franchise payments from Mediacom to the four communities. The franchise renewal date is 2014.
e. Erickson provided an RS Fiber update to the b oard.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.
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