Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, November 5th, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, November 5th, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:02 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Rob Edwards, Ed Pelletier, Colleen Dietz, Lyle Muth and Pete Machaiek were present.  Mark Erickson, Don Lannoye, Robert Garula, Cindra Bielefelde, Cheryly Harvey, Karen Johnson, chris David and Mike Mattison were also present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Dietz to strike item 8b on the agenda and approve agenda as presented. Second by Machaiek. Motion passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Dietz, and a second by Edwards to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
Bartels Annexation Hearing – Mayor Trebelhorn opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m. Lannoye gave a summary of the annexation process indicating the Alfsborg Township refused to waive the 90-day waiting period. There was no one in attendance to give comment. Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to close the public hearing and reopen the regular meeting. Passed on a voice vote.
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Thrift Store Sign – Robert Gaula, attorney for the Winthrop Thrift Store discussed the recent decision by the council to not allow the thrift store sign on city property on the NE corner of the Highway 15 & 19 intersection. He indicated the store has been in town for eight years and the sign brought needed traffic to the store. Council members replied that with the new city sign erected the fluorescent pink make shift thrift store sign did not fit and was situated on city property without permission or a permit. The suggestion was made to perhaps make a nicer looking sign for the Thrift Store that would fit in a nearby location. Erickson was to get Garula a copy of the sign ordinance. 
b. Bartels Annexation Ordinance – Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to have the first reading of the Bartels Grant Street Annexation hearing. Passed on a unanimous voice vote. 
c. Hire Chris Davis as full time Winthrop Police Officer – Erickson said the police hiring committee interviewed Davis and was unanimously recommending he be hired as a full time officer. Chief Johnson and Davis spoke to the council about policing in Winthrop. Johnson said he would be a great addition to the force and Davis said he was excited to be hired. Motion Machaiek, second Muth to hire Davis as a full time police officer. Passed on a voice vote. Johnson also gave her police report saying she recently attended a seminar on grants and the department has received a $500 grant from the police chiefs association. Mayor Trebelhorn ask her about the possibility of a permanent sign coming into Winthrop showing motorists how fast they are going. Johnson said she would check into the matter.
d. Reopened Bartels Annexation Hearing – The public annexation hearing was reopened after Paul Platz from the Alfsborg Township Board showed up to give comment on the Bartels Annexation. He said the letter the board received indicated the hearing would be held at 7:30 p.m. Mayor Trebelhorn reopened the public hearing. Platz said the township board discussed the process and questioned why Bartels got to hook up to city sewer before they were even informed of the annexation petition. Erickson explained that Bartels was required to submit a sign annexation petition before he was allowed to hook up to sewer. He further explained the sewer issue is not connected to the annexation process. The city has the right to hook any residence or business to the city owned sewer system regardless of any annexation request. Platz said the board supports annexation of the entire parcel and not half the parcel as proposed and doesn’t think the process was followed properly. The council said he or members of the Alfsborg board are welcome to come back in December and discuss the matter with the council before the second reading. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to close the public hearing and reopen the regular meeting. Pass on a voice vote.
e. CSAH Agreement with Sibley County – Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the CSAH agreements are presented. The agreements will expire December 31, 2013. Passed on a voice vote.
f. Storm Sewer Charge – Erickson reported that the bond issue the current storm sewer charge was intended to fund has been retired and staff was recommending the charge remain on the utility bill to build up a fund for future improvements. Council members thought it was important to remove the charge out of fairness to taxpayers. Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to sunset the charge effective January 1, 2013. Passed on a voice vote.
g. Reallocation of Water and Sewer Fund Balances – Water/Sewer Superintendent Joe Ziegler explained to the board how City Financial Manager Jenny Hazelton and he want to reallocate the fund balances with water and sewer to reflect changes in the department. The current fund balances were set up years ago and some of them are relevant to current funding needs. After discussion there was a motion by Edwards and a second by Dietz to approve the reallocation as presented. Passed on a voice vote. Ziegler then provided his water report. He said the new variable speed drives for the wells should be operational by the end of the week. Quades Electric will be working on the new generator as time permits. The ponds were recently discharged.
h. Conklin Crop Settlement – Motion Muth, second Edwards to approve the crop settlement with Dean Conklin in the amount of $238. Passed on a voice vote.
i. Special Counsel for Fiber Project – Erickson informed the council hat all the member of the RS Fiber joint powers board will need to approve hiring McGrann Shea as special counsel for an opinion on the project. Motion Pelletier, second Muth to approve McGrann Shea as special counsel. Passed on a voice vote. Erickson then gave a fiber update regarding the new business plan now that Sibley County and Henderson have withdrawn from the project.
j. Date to canvass election results – The council set Tuesday, October 13th at 5 p.m. at the day and time to canvass the election results. There will be a budget workshop immediately following the special meeting.
k. Gutters for Police Department – Erickson said that gutters were needed on the police department and he has instructed to get quotes.

VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

Erickson said the EDA was in the process of purchasing the Knoebel House from the county and had found a buyer who has agreed to live in the house and fix it up. They will be eligible for a housing rehab grant and the EDA has agreed to rebate the purchase price ($5,000) back to them $1,000 a year for five years if they continue to improve the property
b. LEGAL DEPARTMENT
Lannoye informed the council of the status of the house on Redwood. Progress has been made on clean up and the owner is getting things up to code. There are three properties from the spring bus tour that haven’t fix their problems and he would like to have their properties condemned at District court to compel them to take action. Chief Johnson has talked to them but not action has taken place. The council tabled the issues and asked Erickson to talk to the homeowners. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to table the issue until the December 3rd meeting and sit down with the owners prior to that date.  Passed on a voice vote.
c. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Machaiek provided an MMPA update.

d. FIRE DEPARTMENT
Lannoye said the open house was a big success and members will be doing grain bin rescues training in the coming week.
The ambulance department has a fund raising wine tasting event coming up.

e. AMBULANCE DEPARTMENT

Lannoye said the wine tasting fund raising was a big success raising nearly $6,000.
f. CABLE COMMISSION REPORT


Erickson provided an update on the AGGW Cable Commission franchise renewal process with Mediacom.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m.
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