
Minutes for a Regular Meeting 

Of the Winthrop City Council 

Monday November 4
th

, 2013 

 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, 

November 4
th

 2013,  in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of 

conducting the business of the city. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave 

Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Jessica Wiborg, Lyle Muth, 

Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz, and Rob Edwards were present.  City 

Clerk/Treasurer Jenny Hazelton, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike 

Mattison, Dale Malheim, Gordy Grack, Joe Ziegler, Aaron Sedey, and 

Brian Welch were also present 

 

III. OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 
Dale Malheim addressed the council with a concern about traffic on Co. 

Road 57 behind his house. He would like the city to contact the county to 

see if the speed limit signs could be moved closer to city limits to slow up 

traffic by his home as well as the park located in the East Addition. The 

council agreed to contact the county about this issue. 

IV. ESTABLISH AGENDA  
a. Motion Edwards, second Wiborg to approve agenda. Passed voice 

vote. 

 

V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to approve the consent agenda as 

presented. Passed on a voice vote. 

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
a. New pickup for Water/Sewer Department – Joe Ziegler addressed 

the council with a number of options for a new pickup for the water 

and sewer department, as well as used versus new pickup. Based on 

the state bid price along with the warranty work it was decided to 

purchase a new pickup. It was also decided to purchase the pickup 

from LeSueur Ford dealership for convenience reasons. The new truck 

will cost $25,595. Motion Edwards, second Muth to purchase new 

pickup from LeSueur Ford for $25,595. Passed voice vote. 

 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. 2
nd 

Street Project – Aaron Sedey and Brian Welch from I & S Group 

addressed the council about the reconstruction of 2
nd

 Street. Proposed 



assessments for a 44ft. 10 ton road, a 44ft. 7 ton road, and a 32ft. 7 ton 

road were discussed as well as the cost of replacing the infrastructure 

underneath the road. It is believed the sewer and water lines date back 

to the late 1950’s. They would be televised to see what kind of 

condition they are in. If replaced they would be upgraded to 6-8 water 

lines which would provide better service and better flow of water. 

There is also some minor storm sewer work that would be done and 

replacing a couple catch basins. Attorney Lannoye questioned the 

proposed assessment amounts and was curious if the properties should 

be appraised before any assessments are approved to see if they 

improvements support the proposed assessment amounts. The only 

reason for the 10 ton road is for the truck traffic by Sibley County and 

the City is waiting on a response from them as to what kind of 

financing they are willing to provide for this road. The council decided 

to move forward with the process by setting a public hearing for 

November 18
th

, 2013, in the Council Chambers for the public to come 

and discuss the project and any questions or concerns they may have. 

Motion Edwards, Second Dietz. Passed voice vote. 

b. Second Reading of updated electrical ordinance – Don reported that 

he and the Mayor and Administrator Erickson have discussed the new 

language that had been added since the first reading. The language 

states that if the landlord is not willing to sign a contract accepting 

responsibility for the tenants past due bill, the service will not be 

transferred to the tenants name. They also decided that it would be a 

good idea to hold off on the second reading until the landlords could 

be notified by certified letter of the proposed changes. An article in the 

Winthrop News will also inform the public about the proposed 

changes to the ordinance. Council agreed to hold off on the 2
nd

 reading 

until the December 2
nd

, 2013, council meeting. 

IX. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 

a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

No report 

b. CITY LEGAL COUNCIL REPORT 

Don reported that there are a couple of unsafe properties in town that 

need to be addressed. He has discussed it with Administrator Erickson 

and it has been decided to bring in Chief Johnson and the city building 

inspector Darin Haslip to view the properties and send letters to the 

owners as a starting point to get the properties cleaned up. 

c. WATER AND SEWER REPORT 

Joe informed the council that he is done flushing hydrants for the fall. 

In the process of flushing he noticed a couple of hydrants that need to 

be addressed and possibly replaced, located at Hwy 19 & Brown St. 

and 8
th

 & Brown St. The cost to replace these two hydrants would be 

approximately $2,500-$3,500 each and the work would be done in 

conjunction with some other work in the city. The new hydrants would 



be 5 ½ in. diameter instead of 4 in. diameter which will increase water 

flow. He also updated the council that the ponds are doing well, there 

should be one more discharge this fall, and that the new interceptor 

pipe has made a big difference. 

d. STREET AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Gordy informed the council that the new Lodge & Winthrop Clinic 

projects are moving forward. The clinic is now energized and the 

Lodge should be this week. He also informed the council that the 

Brown Street project is completed from the substation and he saved 

the city roughly $9,000. Gordy then asked the council for permission 

to get bids on a new front end loader. The current one was bought in 

1991 and the center swivels are going out. There is currently $107,000 

in the fund for a new loader and the state bid price is $128,000. Gordy 

thinks we would get approximately 28,500 for our payloader. The 

council gave him permission to start looking at front end loaders, new 

and used. 

e. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

No Report 

f. AMBULANCE REPORT 

Don updated the council on the wine tasting fundraiser. Attendance 

was down some from last year but it was still a good fundraiser. Some 

changes in advertising and promotion will be discussed and it will 

more than likely be brought back next year. 

g. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Written report in council packet. 

h. FIBER PROJECT REPORT  

Mayor Trebelhorn discussed having a hearing on November 18
th

 after 

the 2
nd

 Street hearing. 

 

Motion Edwards, second Dietz to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. 

 

  

     ______________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk-Treasurer 


