
Minutes for a Regular Meeting 

Of the Winthrop City Council 

Monday, October 7th, 2013 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, 

October 7th, 2013 in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of 

conducting the business of the city. 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave 

Trebelhorn at 7:02 p.m. 

 

 

II. ROLL Council members Jessica Wiborg, Lyle Muth, Colleen Dietz and 

Pete Machaiek were present.  Mark Erickson, Don Lannoye, Mike 

Mattison, Gordy Grack, Chris Larson, Duane Piere, Vickie Piere, Justin 

Peterson, Logan Lauritsen, Karen Johnson and Barb Johnson were also 

present. 

 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

a. Motion Dietz, and a second by Muth to add city bid procedures under 

new business and approve the current agenda. Passed on a voice vote. 

 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Motion Machaiek, and a second by Wiborg to approve the consent 

agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote. 

 

 

V. OPEN FORUM – Barb Johnson of Lyle’s Café wanted to know what 

kind of sign Zelda’s Emporium was going to put up and wanted to know 

why semis are not allowed to park of parts of Highway 19 in front of her 

business. 

 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Rezoning Recommendation from Planning Commission – Duane 

Piere, Vickie Piere, Justin Peterson and Logan Lauritsen talked to the 

council about the business they plan to open on the northeast corner of 

the Highway 19 and Carver Street property. It will be an antique 

business open four days a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Parking will be 

provided in the back of the property and it will be ADA compliant. 

They also plan to have a Farmer’s Market in the summer and sell local 

goods year round. They hope to be open in March 2014. Because the 



property is zoned residential they are requesting a zoning change to 

Highway Commercial. The Planning Commission held a hearing on 

the matter and has recommended the council approve the zoning 

change. Motion Dietz, second Muth to change the zoning on the 

property from Residential R-1 to Highway Commercial C-2. Passed on 

a voice vote. 

b. 2
nd

 Street Improvement project – Chris Larson from I&S talked to 

the council about the process of holding hearings on improvements to 

2
nd

 Street if the council thinks the 429 assessment process will be 

followed. The reconstruct the entire street, including water and sewer 

will cost about $415,000. Or the city could patch the street and bring it 

up to 7 ton for $195,000. Motion Wiborg, second Dietz to approve the 

resolution calling for an Improvement Hearing on 2
nd

 Street for 

November 12
th

 at 6 p.m. Passed on a voice vote. Larson said I&S 

would take care of the notification process for the hearing. In the 

meantime Erickson and the street committee will meet with the county 

to discuss the project. The county has agreed in the past to pick up 

some of the cost of repairing the road because they drove loaded trucks 

on the 5 ton road. 

c. CIP Expenditure – Erickson informed the council that he and City 

Clerk Jenny Hazelton met with MMPA about using up the city’s CIP 

allocation this year to comply with the law. They were recommending 

the council approve the purchase of Eko Kits for utility customers and 

also allow a lighting retrofit at Sibley Estates. The money spent would 

be reimbursed back to the city by the CIP funds. Motion Dietz, second 

Mahcaiek to approve the purchase of the kits and allow the retrofit of 

lighting at Sibley Estates. Passed on a 3-1 voice vote. 

d. Liability Coverage Waiver – Regarding the waiver of liability 

coverage for LMCIT insurance, Lannoye recommended the city not 

waive the limit because it exposes the city to more financial risk. 

Erickson said cities usually waive the limit because it allows taxpayers 

to get more financial relief if the city is at fault on a claim. Motion 

Wiborg, second Machaiek to waive the liability coverage. Passed on a 

voice vote. 

e. New pickup for Water/Sewer Department – Erickson explained that 

Gordy’s old pickup needs repairs and should not be used. He 

recommends the council allow Water/Sewer Supt. Joe Ziegler to get 

quotes for a new pickup. The money is budgeted for a new pickup. If 

the council agreed to purchase a new pick up the current water/sewer 

pickup would replace Gordy’s old pickup. Council consensus was to 

have Joe get quotes for a new pick up and bring them to the November 

4
th

 meeting. 

f. County water fill policy – Erickson said the county is asking for 

permission to fill their water trucks directly from hydrants instead of 

using the metered hose behind the city shop. They would keep track of 

the water they use and send those amounts to the city so we could bill 



them. Before they would fill any trucks they would need to talk with 

Water Supt. Ziegler first. The council did not have any objections to 

the county using fire hydrants to fill their trucks. 

g. City Bid Procedure – Dietz asked if there was a formal bid procedure 

the city uses on projects. Erickson said that any project over $100,000 

in cost must, by state law, go through a public bidding process. For 

projects under $100,000, the council has discretion to get one or more 

quotes.  

h. ADA Power Doors for the city hall entry way – Erickson  

Fire Department Jaws of Life - Lannoye said the fire department 

informed the council that the cost of adding handicapped power doors 

to the entry way is about $5,700. The powers doors are not required as 

the library has power doors and all three public entry ways into city 

hall are ADA compliant. The council did not take any action on the 

matter. 

i. City Tree Bids – Erickson informed the council that one tree bid, 

from Belek Tree Service, was received. Motion Muth, second 

Machaiek to accept the Belek Tree Service bid for city tree work. 

Passed on a voice vote. 

j. Army Reserve Center – Erickson informed the council that the 

procedure for the city to get ownership of the former army reserve 

center could take up to five years. He has contacted representative to 

speed up the process and has been told that a quick resolution would 

take one to two years. 

k. Budget Workshop Date – The council set Monday, October 21
st
 at 6 

p.m. for a budget workshop. 

 

 

VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 

a. LEGAL 

City Attorney Lannoye reminded the council they have only had a first 

reading on the new electric ordinance. In light of the uncertainty 

discovered about putting past electric bills on taxes of landlords, he 

was suggesting changes to the ordinance meant to fix those issues. He 

suggested the ordinance reflect that either a landlord sign a contract 

with the city agreeing to have his tenants’ electric bills put on the tax 

roll if they leave without paying or the utility account would be 

required to be in the landlords name. The council liked that approach 

and asked him to bring an updated ordinance back at their November 

council meeting. 

b. LEGAL 

Lannoye reported the Fire Department fundraising with a success with 

about 250 people attending. About $3,000 was raised during the event. 

Mayor Trebelhorn said that the drainage on the south side of the 

building was not good and the fire chief was recommending the city 



put about four to five feet of paving out from the building to get the 

water away from the building. Erickson has asked to get a quote before 

proceeding further. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

      ______________________________ 

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk-Administrator 


