Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, October 1st, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, October 1st, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:05 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Colleen Dietz, Lyle Muth and Pete Machaiek were present.  City Clerk Jenny Hazelton, City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Don Adema, Tom Schaeffer and Karen Johnson were present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Ditez, second Machaiek to approve the agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Muth, and a second by Dietz to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Splash Pad Project – Tom Schaeffer from USAquatics  made a presentation on a splash pad for the city park. The cost of the project will all amenities was over $250,000. The council talked about how they might fund the fund and wondered how much of reserves could be used. It was thought that Winthrop Opportunities and the Winthrop EDA might each make donations to the project. The council thought it was probably a two year project with fund raising next year and construction in 2014.
b. Election Judges Resolution 20121001-01 – Motion Machaiek, second Muth to approve Election Judges Resolution 20121001-01 appoint election judges for the November 6th election. Passed on a voice vote.

c. County CSAH Maintenance Agreements – Erickson presented three agreements to the council from Sibley County Engineer Darin Mielke for the maintenance of CSAH 1 and CSAH 32. The council indicated they wanted Supt. Grack to look over the agreements and asked Erickson put the issue on the Nov. 5th council meeting agenda.
d. Downtown Parking Lot – Erickson said that with the Vet’s Club reopening and the recent purchase and demolition of the house just north of Winthrop State Bank the question of whether the city would consider puttin in a parking lot on the now vacant land north of the bank has come up. Winthrop Opportunities, along with State Bank owner Tom Johnson are asking the city to take a lot at the cost. Erickson will talk with I&S Engineering and bring cost estimates back to the council at a future meeting.

e. Garbage Rates – With the garbage fund still in the red, staff was recommending a $2 per customer/per month increase in rates. Machaiek said he thought it should be raised more to make up for past losses. Motion Machaiek, second Muth to increase the monthly garbage rate $3 per month/customer starting January 1, 2013. Passed on a voice vote.
f. Water, sewer and electric rates – Staff was recommending a 3% increase on the per KwH and per/1,000 gallon rates for all three utilities each year for the next three years. Electric rates would increase to 7.2 cents, water increase to $2 per 1,000 gallons used and sewer increase to $3.09 per 1,000 gallons of water used. Motion Dietz, second Machaiek to increase all three rates as recommended by staff starting January 1, 2013. Passed on a voice vote.

g. League Insurance Liability Limits – Motion Dietz, second Machaiek to not waive the League Insurance Liability limits. Passed on a voice vote.

h. All-Hazard Mitigation Planning statement of Interest – Motion Muth, second Dietz to approve the statement as presented. Passed on a voice vote.

i. Hahn Liquor Licenses – Motion Dietz, second Muth to approve the liquor license for Curt and Tracy Hahn contingent on sale of the building to them by Winthrop State Bank and proof of insurance. Passed on a voice vote.

j. Approve Honor guard pull tabs at Hahn’s Restaurant and Lounge – Motion Dietz, second Machaiek to approve resolution 20121001-02 approving Honor Guard pull tabs and lawful gambling license Hahn’s Restaurant and Lounge. Passed on a voice vote.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. A. Knoebel House – Sibley County has put a value of $7,500 on the property. The cost of removing the asbestos siding if it was to be used for training by the fire department would be about $14,000. With demo costs the bill for taking down the house could be more than $25,000. Machaiek asked what was the county’s responsibility for the condition of the house as well as what is the time frame for the county to take any action on auctioning the house? Erickson will get answers and report back to the council.

b. Quade Electric Pay Request – Motion Machaiek, second Dietz to approve the pay request for Quade Electric in the amount of $14,250. Passed on a voice vote.

VIII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

a. LEGAL DEPARTMENT
Lannoye informed the council the Alfsborg Township board did not waive the 90 waiting period for the annexation of the Bartels property on Grant Street. The board said they would waive the waiting period if the entire property is annexed.
b. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Erickson said Quades is in the final stages of the secondary line project. The line has been energized. Some work remains on the fence and gravel needs to be brought onto the site by the city. During the process of  determining how much of the city loads the new line could take it was determined there is old cable that cross Highway 19 in west Winthrop. City Electrical Engineer Paul Kaeding is suggesting the city replace that line next spring as it is an unnecessary weak point in the system at this time. The council thought it was something that should be looked at more closely.

Machaiek provided an MMPA update.

The fire department has been very busy because of the dry weather.

The ambulance department has a fund raising wine tasting event coming up.

c. POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Johnson presented the BCA joint powers agreement for the council’s approval. It needs to be reauthorized every five years. Motion Dietz, second Muth to approve the BCA Joint Powers Agreement. Passed on a voice vote.

Chief Johnson said there was one internal candidate for the vacant full time police officer’s position. Interviews are scheduled for Tuesday, October.  2nd.

A resident at Amberfield apartments is requesting a second handicap parking place we added. Motion Dietz, second Machaiek to approve a second handicap parking place at Amberfield. Passed on a voice vote.
d. CABLE COMMISSION REPORT


Erickson provided an update on the AGGW Cable Commission franchise renewal process with Mediacom.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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