Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, August 6th, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, August 6th, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:03 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Rob Edwards, Ed Pelletier, Lyle Muth and Pete Machaiek were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Michelle Clark, Joe Ziegler, Dale Malheim, Dave Pokorney and Bob Ropeke were also present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Muth, and a second by Edwards to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Small Cities Grant Hearing – Mayor Trebelhorn opened the public hearing on the Small Cities grant. Michelle Clark from the Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership talked to the council and answered questions regarding the small cities grant awarded to Winthrop, Gibbon and New Auburn and administered by Winthrop. There were no questions from the audience. She told the council that seven homes and businesses were being remodeled to date and not all of the grant dollars have been used up. Mayor Trebelhorn closed the hearing.
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Assisted Living Project – Dave Pokorney and Bob Ropeke from Community Assist Developers talked to the council about the process of developing a 16 bed assisted living project in Winthrop attached to the Good Samaritan building. The city is being asked to create a TIF district with proceeds used to guarantee about ¼ of the loan payment for the project. The developers hope to start work this fall and move people in next spring. The construction and financing will be similar to what the developers did in Mountain Lake. Shannon Sweeney walked the council through the financing on the $1.9 million project. The primary lender would be Pipe Jaffrey at $1.3 million. Winthrop’s loan to the project would be $558,000. Sibley Medical is looking at building a new clinic onto the facility but that decision probably won’t be made until next spring. Shannon s said the council needed to approve a resolution calling for a public hearing on the TIF district for the next council meeting September 4th, a resolution call for a public hearing on conduit financing with Pipe Jaffrey and calling for the sale of $630,000 in TIF bonds on September 4th. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the resolution calling for the Sept. 4th TIFF hearing. Passed on a unanimous voice vote. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the resolution calling for a public hearing Sept. 4th on the conduit financing with Piper Jaffrey. Passed on a unanimous voice vote. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to call for the sale of $630,000 in TIF bonds at the Sept. 4th council meeting. Passed on a unanimous voice vote.
b. Excessive Force/Drug Free Workplace/Anti Displacement Policies Motion Muth, second Pelletier to approve one handicapped parking stall in from of the Amberfield Apartments to approve the excessive force, drug free workplace and anti-displacement policies as required by the Small Cities Grant. Passed on a voice vote. Not voting was Rob Edwards.
c. Ordinance Relating to criminal history and background checks – City Attorney Lannoye said he and Chief Johnson feel its important to have a procedure in city ordinance for criminal history and background checks on appropriate city employee hires. Motion Machaiek, second Muth to have the first reading of the Ordinance relating to Criminal History and Background checks for city employees, appointees and licenses. Passed on a voice vote.
d. Moving T Ball Field 20’ to the north – Erickson said that baseball and softball folks have asked the city to move the T Ball field a few feet to the north so a proper dugout can be placed along the third base line. It would require additional aggregate on the infield as well as new fencing. Erickson has told to get costs on moving the field.
e. Electric Golf Cart for Garden Club – Erickson said the Garden Club has added new flower pots around town and it is getting harder for some of their members to water the plants, especially on hot days. The Winthrop EDA has donated $500 toward the purchase of a new golf cart for the Garden Club and he was asking if the council would like to match that amount. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to take $1,000 out of the park fund to help pay for a used golf cart for the Garden Club. Passed on a voice vote.
f. Electric Service Territory – Motion Edwards, second Machaiek to approve the Electric Service Territory maps as presented by McLeod Electric and surveyed by Gordy Grack. Passed on a voice vote. 
g. Splash Pad for City Park – Erickson informed the council the EDA has appropriated $1,200 to pay for a study of a splash pad in City Park. The idea is to create a community fund raising opportunity. 
h. Quade Pay Request – Motion Edwards, second Muth to approve the pay request from Quade Electric in the amount of $156,750. Passed on a voice vote.
VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. LEGAL
Lannoye said he had a complaint from a citizen on a renal property and had passed it on to the police department. The house on Redwood Avenue that had been ordered town down has been contested by the owner. An inspection will take place to determine what property improvements are needed. A letter regarding the Bartels annexation was sent to the Alfsborg Township Board. 
b. AMBULANCE– Lannoye said the association purchased a new power cot with fund raising proceeds. They are organizing a wine tasting fund raiser for October 26th.
c. POLICE – Chief Johnson reported there were no problems at Farm City Fun Fest. She said that currently officer had to accrue 480 hours of comp time before they could be paid out. She reported there is a recommendation from the police commission to change that to an annual choice by an officer for 480 hours, 240 hours or to be paid out as they go along. She added the commission also recommended the 15 minute response rule be added as official Winthrop Police Department policy. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve both policy changes as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
d. MISCELLANEOUS
Erickson gave an update on the fiber project, city signs and the wastewater and water improvements currently under way.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m.
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