Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, July 2nd, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, July 2nd, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:01 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Rob Edwards, Ed Pelletier, Lyle Muth, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Joe Ziegler and Tim Penny were also present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Pelletier, second Edwards to add Tim Penny and Election Judges to the agenda and approve the agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Edwards, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Southern Minnesota Initiative Fund CEO Tim Penny – Mr. Penny updated the council on the programs offered by the Initiative Fund and how they relate to Sibley County and the City of Winthrop. He asked the city continue their financial support of the foundation and said the foundation was ready to discuss what help they can offer for the RS Fiber project. Councilman Edwards indicated he was interested in becoming involved in the foundation.
b. Amberfield Parking – Discussion on request for a handicapped parking stall at Amberfield Apartments. Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to approve one handicapped parking stall in from of the Amberfield Apartments. Passed on a voice vote.
c. Electric Service Territory Map – Erickson presented the council with an adjusted electric service territory map draw by McLeod Cooperative. The council had questions on the eastern boundary lines. Erickson and City Supt. Grack will meet with McLeod and go over the lines and report back to the council in August.
d. Head End Proposal – Erickson outlined the opportunity to have the RS Fiber head end located in Winthrop. The EDA has approved donating a piece of land in the Industrial Park to the RS Fiber project for the head end. The plan is to have the city fund and build a new building and lease it to RS Fiber. Discussion followed regarding what kinds of incentives the city could offer. Edwards said any financial considerations given to RS Fiber goes to the profitability of the project. Motion Dietz, second Pelletier to approve making land available in the industrial park for the project, for the city to build and lease a facility at a cost not to exceed $490,000, the city provide a 10% reduction in electrical rates for three years contingent upon financing and a public hearing on the head end facility as well as a signed lease with RS Fiber. Passed on a voice vote.
e. Assisted Living Facility Project – Erickson gave an update on the project and said the council could see paperwork and a request to proceed with a TIF district at their August meeting. Lannoye asked to be put in the loop regarding paperwork for the TIF District.
f. Bartels Petition to Annex Land – Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the Annexation Petition presented by Allan and Jolene Bartels regarding their property on Grant Street. Passed on a voice vote. Don will send letter to Alfsborg Township asking them to waive the public hearing process. The city will annex by ordinance. 
g. Cemetery Lawn Trimmer – Erickson explained the cemetery board loaned a lawn edger to the Winthrop Baseball Association more than 10 years ago and has recently received it back. The edger is not in good shape and the Cemetery Association would like the city to reimburse the association $150 to go toward the purchase of a new edger. The council felt the matter wasn’t a city matter because the association loaned the edger to the baseball association, not the city. 
h. Children’s Aquatic Park – Council Member Muth suggested the council explore building a splash pad in the city park for young children. It would not a pool to compete with Gaylord or New Ulm but a splash pad with shooting water and fountains for younger kids. A lifeguard would not be needed. The estimated cost of such a facility is about $200,000. Erickson reported the USAquatic, the firms that designed the Gaylord pool, will be in Winthrop next week to talk about the project. The council liked the idea and thought it should move forward. Edwards, Dietz and Muth asked to be informed when USAquatics was in town.
i. Financing Multiple Water/Sewer Projects – Water/Sewer Supt. Ziegler outlined several projects that need to be completed in the water and sewer departments that total about $150,000. The projects included a new garage at the filter plant to house the new emergency generator and for storage, update of the disposal plant building, variable frequency drives, control panel and installation for the wells, and a switch for the generator. He would like to take advantage of a very low interest loan program through Minnesota Rural Water that is administered by David Drown Associates. After discussion it was decided to not apply for the loan but to pay for the project out of reserves. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the items requested and pay for them out of reserves. Passed on a voice vote.
j. Weeds at the C Store – Mayor Trebelhorn suggested something needed to be done about the weeds at the C Store north of City Hall. Lannoye said the city ordinance already allows for the city to take care of weeds and assess the landowner for the work.

k. Election Judge Resolution – Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to approve Resolution 070212-01 appoint election judges. Passed on a voice vote.

l. Emergency Siren – After discussion regarding a new emergency/civil defense siren there was a motion by Machaiek and a second by Edwards to purchase a new siren at a cost of $9,869.91 without the narrowband controller and place the siren next to the disposal plant and hook it up to the emergency generator. Passed on a voice vote.
m. I&S and Hjerpes Final Bill for Sewer Project  – Motion Edwards, second Muth to pay the final bill to $28,686.82 to Hjerpes and 

$2,727.95 to I&S. Passed on a voice vote.

n. House Demolitions – The owner of the house at 306 South Redwood has received a 20 day extension until July 19th to bring the house into compliance at which time the city building inspector will re-examine the house. The owner asked Lannoye today for additional time to comply because of the extreme heat.  Regarding the Knoebel House on South Hennepin Lannoye said the Fire Chief went through the house to determine whether it could be burned for a drill. All of the personal belongings of the previous owner/renter are still in the house along with some furniture. The slate siding contains asbestos and would need to be removed prior to burning. The county has yet to put a price on the house. Once that is done the city has the option to purchase the house at that price. It is estimates the Auditor’s office will have the pricing down in the next two months.
VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. STREET AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT REPORT
Erickson said the department is doing a good job of getting streets ready for seal coating. The heat has made the job more difficult. Erickson was asked to find out the way the county does seal coating and see if it makes sense for the city to do it that way. Machaiek gave a report on the grand opening of the Oak Glenn Wind Farm he attended.
b. FIBE UPDATE – Erickson gave an update on the fiber project. The RS Fiber JPN has applied for $5 million in state bonding money from DEED. They should know by September whether they receive any funds.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:34 p.m.
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