Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council
Monday, June 4th, 2012

A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, June 4th, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Ed Pelletier, Lyle Muth, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Clerk/Treasurer Jenny Hazelton, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Dale Malheim, Lance Wiborg, Gordy Grack, Joe Ziegler, Darin Mielke, Jay Hibbard, Jessica Wiborg, Lonnie Bacon, Vanessa Bradseth, and Karen Johnson were also present.

III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Dietz, second Pelletier to add handicap parking sign at Amberfield Place, 510 W 8th St., Apt 1A.

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Dietz, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS

VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. CenterPoint Energy Grant presentation – Jay Hibbard, representative from CenterPoint Energy presented Fire Chief Lonnie Bacon with a $2,500 donation for turnout gear for the fire department.
b. Resident Ron Brooks regarding quality of city water. – Ron was not present at the meeting, but Water/Sewer Superintendent Joe Ziegler explained that he investigated the situation. Brooks told him that the water changed about 10 days ago. Nothing has changed with the city water and there have been no other complaints. Joe feels it is a problem with the resident’s water softener.
c. Introduction of Vanessa Bradseth –Chief Johnson introduced the new School Resource Officer Vanessa Bradseth to the council. Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to officially hire Officer Bradseth. Passed voice vote.
d. County Engineer Darin Mielke CSAH 33 Agreement – Darin Mielke reported that the CSAH 33 agreement ends June 30th, 2012. A new agreement will replace it that states Sibley County will take over maintenance on that road completely, from State Highway 19 to State Highway 15. Motion Muth, second Pelletier to approve the new agreement. Passed voice vote.
e. Winthrop Chamber Temporary Beer License for FCFF – Motion Dietz, second Pelletier to approve temporary beer license for the Chamber for Farm City Fun Fest, with proper insurance for liabilities for the event. Passed voice vote.
f. City Employee Health Insurance – Clerk Hazelton explained that the health insurance policy renews July 1st, 2012. There is a substantial increase projected, so a couple of options have been provided in order to limit the increase to around $2,500 for the year. The employees will have a choice of a plan with a $40 co-pay for office visits and a $750 deductible, or an Health Savings Account plan where the deductible would be $2,500 for single and $5,000 for family. The council would contribute $1,200 to family plan and $700 to single plan HSA accounts. Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to approve the new health insurance plans for employees. Passed voice vote.
g. Charter Commission member selection – Clerk Hazelton provided the Council with a list of potential citizens to be on the Charter Commission, also Dale Malheim from the audience would like to be added to that list. Council discussed and wants Administrator Erickson to contact the people on the list and come next meeting with a list of people who have agreed to be on the commission, for approveal.
h. Handicap Parking – Council directed Chief Johnson to investigate the situation and see if it was feasible to have a handicap parking stall in that spot.

VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
No report
b. CITY LEGAL COUNCIL REPORT
Don updated the council on the status of the Knoebel house on N. Hennepin. It is in tax forfeiture. The county needs to approve the value. The DNR gets first choice then the city. They are not expected to want it. The city does want to own the property. It will possibly be used for a controlled burn. Possible estimated value is $7,000-$9,000.
A search warrant was drafted for 306 S. Redwood has been inspected by the Chief of Police, Fire Chief, Building Inspector and Health Department and deemed an unsafe building by all. The home is filled with feces and garbage. It is a hazard, and unlivable. Don requested the council to approve an order to remove hazardous building and have it served upon the owners of the property. Motion made by Dietz, second Pelletier. Passed voice vote.
c. WATER AND SEWER REPORT
Joe talked about Well #4 has been pulled and looks good. Asked for approval to order a motor and pipe, 6 in certaloc plastic. Motion Machaiek, second Muth for Joe to order. Passed voice vote.
Also, there was a leaking curb stop on 311 W 3rd Street. A valve broke in the process and is locked in the closed position and should be removed. He also discovered there is no shut off on Renville south of the highway, and it is a direct line to the tower. This needs to be repaired. Council directed him to get estimates.
Finally, Memorial weekend a pump motor blew out, it over heated and the generator kicked in. It was discovered that a transformer blew out. They got one from Hutcinson and everything was back on line by Monday.
d. STREET AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Gordy talked about the new LED street lights. They are almost all in. He purchased three transformers from Hutchinson Utilities for $300. They are usually $300 each. He also requested permission from the council for he and Mark to attend the MMUA conference, motion Dietz, second Pelletier. Passed voice vote. Gordy then reported that there are new lights on the fountain, they are red, white and blue and look really nice. The council then asked about the emergency siren. Gordy updated the council on that and they directed him explore the best way to get a siren up and running quickly. It was also reported that it will cost $2,200 for the sirens to be upgraded to the new digital radio system. Seal coating will be done in July, same company as last year. The park south shelter will be getting a steel roof, the money has been budgeted. It will cost $4,300 and will be the same as the other shelter. The baseball field infield is done and looks good. There was then some discussion on vandalism and possible cameras in the shelters.  Finally, Pete discussed the MMPA meeting and Barb was instructed to send invites out for the annual meeting.
e. FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Bacon updated the council on the new radios. The Fire Department will be getting 5 mobile and 1 portable radio.
f. POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Johnson reported the remodeling it proceeding. She got a bid for carpet and requested it be put in this year while the office is already cleared out. Motion Pelletier, second Machaiek to purchase and install carpet this year. Passed voice vote. She also stated that the nuisance process has begun and notices will be going out for those. Finally, she informed the council that the speed radar is not in compliance with State standards and should be replaced. There is money in the forfeitures fund for a new radar. Motion Muth, second Dietz to purchase a new radar with forfeiture funds in the amount of $2,312.50
g. FIBER PROJECT REPORT 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Trebelhorn reported that a lady from England was coming to the Joint Powers Board meeting on Thursday night. Calix is sponsoring her. The project is running on schedule and the bond sale should be finalized in July. I was suggested that they bond for 70% penetration instead of the original 65% due to the high return of pledge cards. HBC will be at the meeting Thursday also.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

						______________________________
						Mayor

ATTEST:


_______________________________
City Clerk-Administrator
