Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, May 7th, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, May 7th, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Rob Edwards, Ed Pelletier, Lyle Muth, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Dale Malheim, Lance Wiborg, Gordy Grack, Brad Potter, Todd Lohmann, Jenny Hazelton, Harlen Gerhke, Roger Osborne, Mark Santelman and Karen Johnson were also present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to add fiber petition and 8th street culvert under new business and approve the agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Edwards, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Car and Bike Night at Eagles Landing – Todd Lohmann, co-owner of Eagles Landing, told the council he has worked things out with Chief Johnson and Fire Department for car and bike nights this summer. One police officer will help out at each event. Additional insurance will be purchased. The fire department wants a lane always left open. Carver St. would be closed from 3rd to 2nd. If the event grows 2nd Street could be closed from Main to Carver and possibly Carver to Hennepin. There might be outside food sales. City Attorney Lannoye said the liquor ordinance would need to be amended to allow off premise consumption at the events. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to have the first reading of the amended liquor ordinance. Passed on a voice vote.
b. 2011 City Audit – City auditor Ken Vonderharr went through the 2011 audit with the council. He commented that the new software made the process much easier this year and it should be even easier next year. The garbage fund is still in the red and rates will need to be adjusted to offset the losses. Overall the enterprise funds are doing well and have turned around in the last 2-3 years. Motion Edwards, second Muth to approve to 2011 city audit as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
c. Siren by city shop is not working – Erickson reported the siren by the city shop has been taken down as it was not working. It needs  new windings and rotor at estimated cost of $10,000. New siren could cost $20,000. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to spend up to $3,500 to get the old siren fixed. Passed on a voice vote.
d. Park Speakers for FCFF – The chamber indicated they would like the council to consider helping them purchase a speaker system for the park for farm city fun fest but since changed their minds. They plan to rent a speaker system this year to see how it works. They do, however, need more electrical outlets for vendors. Erickson and Grack will work with the chamber of the new outlets.
e. 3.2 beer licenses for softball and baseball – Motion Muth, second Edwards to approve the 3.2 beer license for the baseball and softball associations. Pass on a voice vote.
f. Ordinance payable list for courts – Lannoye explained the ordinance payable list that was developed by the county attorney. It is an effort to standardize fines and violations. Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to approve the ordinance payable list as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
g. MMPA Resolution – Motion Machaiek, second Muth to approve resolution 050712-1 relating to FERC order 719 as prepared and presented by MMPA. Passed on a voice vote.

h. RS Fiber Petition – Lannoye summarized the issue. The petition was presented to the city clerk April 24th and asked the council to reverse their decision to participate in the RS Fiber project or hold a public vote on the matter. Eighty two signatures were needed and only 72 valid signatures were presented so the petition is not valid. Lannoye also explained the city charter does not allow for a resolution to be such to such a petition and therefore there is no legal standing for the petition to be presented. Dale Malheim, Lance Wiborg and Mark Santelman spoke to the board about the fiber project and their desire to have the council’s vote reversed or put to a public vote. After discussion there was a motion by Muth and a second by Pete to approve the sufficiency resolution 0507012-2 which effectively dismisses the petition. Resolution passed with Dietz, Pelletier, Machaiek and Muth voting yes and Edwards voting no.

i. 8th Avenue Culvert – Mayor Trebelhorn said Dean Conkling asked him to bring up the culvert on 8th street. It was placed under the road with 8th avenue was constructed by Dean Conklin. The culvert is now too high to effectively drain the land and it needs to be lowered. There was no desire from council members to pay to have the culvert replaced.

VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Erickson informed the council that he authorized the city to be put on the PFA list for funding. The deadline was the previous Friday and there is no cost to the city to be included on the list. If the city has a water/sewer project in the next year or two we could be eligible for low interest funding. Brad Potter from I&S talked about the PFA program.
b. WATER AND SEWER REPORT
Provided in the packet.
c. STREET AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Gordy talked about the cost of fixing the frost boils. He said it would cost about $18,700 for materials excluding the asphalt to repair them. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to spend up to $25,000 to repair the frost boils. Passed on a voice vote. Gordy gave an update on the generator progress for City Hall, the filter plant and the fire hall. The secondary feeder line project has been delayed because of difficulty obtaining materials. It should be completed before the end of July.
d. FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Bacon reported to the council the county did not get the 800 Mhz radio grant and county is saying they will pay for all of the cost. He also reported that CenterPoint has awarded the city a $2,500 grant to be used for new turnout gear.
e. POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Johnson reported the Mock Crash was a big success with good weather and great cooperation among different groups. The SRO process is the final stages and she hopes to have the new SRO officer on board before June. The annual city inspection tour will be Sunday, May 20th beginning at 5:30 p.m. Chief Johnson provided two quotes for remodeling the police department offices. Bussler Construction was the low bid at $5,676.00. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to accept the Bussler bid. Electrical work would be additional cost. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 p.m.
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