Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, April 2nd, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 2, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor DaveTrebelhorn at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Dave Trebelhorn, Rob Edwards, Ed Pelletier, Lyle Muth, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Todd Lohmann, Dale Malheim, Joe Ziegler and Fire Chief Lonnie Bacon were present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to approve the agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Dietz, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Car and Bike Night at Eagles Landing – Todd Lohmann, co-owner of Eagles Landing, informed the council that his bar would like to sponsor a Car and Bike night every Saturday beginning in June and running through the first week in October. Parking is a concern and before he made definite plans he wanted to know if the council had any objections to a car and bike night. They would not have a car/bike night on Farm City Fun Fest weekend. Lannoye asked if they planned selling alcohol outside the bar because it would require a special liquor license. The council indicated they had no objections to his preliminary plans asked him to return for May meeting with more specific information. He indicated that he would do that.
b. DNR Tree Grant – Erickson informed the council the city had been awarded a $25,000 DNR tree grant. He asked the council to approve a consulting contract with Mark Schnobrich with the cost of the contract paid for by the grant. He also asked the council to approve the grant agreement with the DNR. Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to approve the grant agreement with the DNR for the $25,000 tree grant. Passed on a voice vote. Motion Pelletier, second Machaiek to approve the consulting contract with Arbor Life Consulting Forestry (aka Mark Schnobrich) as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
c. Library Extra Service Agreement – Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the library extra services agreement with Sibley County. Passed on a voice vote.
d. Assessment Agreement with Sibley County – Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the assessment services contract with Sibley County as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
e. Hire Utility Assistant – Council member Edwards said a committee comprised of himself, Colleen Dietz, Gordy Grack and Joe Ziegler interview five candidates for the position of utility assistant. The committee was recommending Oscar Olson for the position at a salary of $12 an hour. Thirty percent of Oscar’s time (12 hours a week) would be devoted to Water and Sewer issues under the supervision of Joe Ziegler with the remainder of his hours (28 hours a week) under the supervision of Gordy Grack. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve hiring Oscar Olson on a full time utility assistant. Passed on a voice vote.
f. CSAH 33 Agreement with the county – There was discussion on a proposed CASH 33 agreement with Sibley County. Because Gordy Grack was not at the meeting a decision would have to wait until the May meeting.

g. Charter Commission – Lannoye said the Charter Commission has not met since 2006 and should meet annually. Erickson said staff has prepared a list of possible candidates for the commission. He will go through the names with council members Dietz and Pelletier. The commission will require nine members with staggered three year terms.

VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Erickson informed the council of a recent county bridge inspection. Apparently the culvert on First Street going into MN Reload is considered and bridge and is owned by the city, according to the county report. The report indicated some rusting inside the culvert that does not require immediate attention. Erickson said no action was required at this time.
b. CITY ATTORNEY
City Attorney Don Lannoye informed the council that he is still working on the Rivera easement, clinic land transfers and will have more information at the next meeting.
c. WATER AND SEWER REPORT

Joe Ziegler informed the council he had two quotes on insulating the water tower vault. Northern Insulation was $780 and Luke Insulation by $920. Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to approve the Northern Insulation bid of $780. Passed on a voice vote. He informed the council he overran the water towers on purpose to clean the scum off of the top of the water. He is going to color code all of the fire hydrants to indicate the amount of pressure at each hydrant. This will help the fire department best utilize their equipment.  There are 92 hydrants in town and a third of them have different threads. He would like to begin changing them all to the newer thread hydrant at a total cost of $3,000 spread out over several years. The council suggested at that cost it made more sense to do them all at once. He will pick up the generator the city purchased from Arlington next week and store it in the garage next to City Hall. The work on the #1 filter at the filter plant will take place before the May council meeting. He will also start discharging ponds this week if the discharge samples come back from the lab at the right levels.
d. FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Bacon said wants to apply for two grants to replace turn out gear for firemen. One grant is a $2,500 matching grant from CenterPoint Engergy. The other is a DNR grant of an unknown amount at this time. The department applied for a DNR grant last year but didn’t get it. They also didn’t get a FEMA grant for an upgrade jaws of life designed to cut through harder metal on new cars. Motion Dietz, second Edwards to allow the fire department to apply for two matching grants. Passed on a voice vote.

e. AMBULANCE REPORT
Don Lannoye reported the ambulance crew will be getting dress uniforms for special events and the annual fund raiser is May 20th.
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS
a. Erickson gave a fiber optic project update. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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