Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, March 5th, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 5th, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor Pete Machaiek at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Ed Pelletier, Lyle Muth, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison and Lonnie Bacon were present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Muth, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. Set public hearing date for RS Fiber Project – After discussion there was a motion by Pelletier and a second by Dietz to set Monday, March 19th at 6 p.m. for a public hearing on the city’s participation in the RS Fiber project. Passed on a voice vote.

b. Donate old banquet tables to Fire Department – Motion Dietz, second Muth to donate the old banquet tables from city hall to the fire department. Passed on a voice vote.

c. Resolution re-establishing precincts and polling places – Motion Pelletier, second Dietz to approve resolution 03052012-1 re-establishing precincts and polling places. Passed on a unanimous voice vote.
d. Second Reading of the new Fire Ordinance – Fire Chief Lonnie Bacon went through the minor changes in the new fire ordinance since the first reading in February. Motion Pelletier, second Muth to have the second reading of the new fire ordinance. Passed on a voice vote.
VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Erickson gave an update on the potential assisted living project at Good Sam. If the project goes forward the city will most likely be asked to establish a TIF district to help with the financing of the project.
b. CITY ATTORNEY
City Attorney Don Lannoye informed the council that the city’s labor agreement expires at the end of 2012. He suggested they start thinking about having discussions with the union in July or August. He said the city’s charter commission has not met in several years and should meet annually. He will be working with the city administrator and may have a recommendation for a new charter commission at the April 2nd council meeting.
c. FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Bacon said Sky Warn classes will be starting soon and work he is working with Emergency Management Director Ed Stoll on an update of the city’s emergency action plan.
d. POLICE DEPARTMENT

More than 100 applications have been received for the SRO position. The chiefs in the three communities and GFW Supt. Jeff Bertrang will be going through the applications and making a recommendation on hiring at a later date.
g.
MISCELLANEOUS
· Erickson gave a fiber optic project update. He informed the council of a bill in the Minnesota House to stop cities and counties from building telecommunication networks. The bill doesn’t have a chance of passing this year but could come up next year.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
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