Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Monday, February 6th, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Monday, February 6th, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Ed Pelletier, Rob Edwards, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Mike Trebesch, Lonnie Bacon, Karen Johnson, Joe Ziegler and Gordy Grack were also present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to add Winthrop Library Hiring Committee and Officer Hewitt resignation to the agenda. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Pelletier, and a second by Edwards to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Mayor Trebelhorn opened the public hearing regarding implementation of the DFA upgrade project funded by DEED. Erickson gave the council a summary of the project. There was no one else at the hearing to comment on the project. Mayor Trebelhorn closed the public hearing and reopened the regular session.

VI. NEW BUSINESS
a. New Fire Ordinance – Fire Chief Lonnie Bacon presented the council with a new fire ordinance he would like to have them consider approving. The biggest change is language to cover the city’s financial liability for recovering costs for a large fire. Motion Dietz, second Edwards to have the first reading of the new fire ordinance as presented. Passed on a voice vote.

b. Quade Pay Request – Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the Quade Pay request for work on the secondary feeder line in the amount of $19,950. Passed on a voice vote.

c. City Administrator Contract – Don Lannoye summarized the new contract for City Administrator Erickson. It would be a four year contract starting April 1, 2012 and contain a $5,000 pay increase for the first two years and another $5,000 pay increase beginning the third year. Lannoye said the rest of the contract terms are the same as the previous contract. Motion Pelletier, second Edwards to approve the contract as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
d. RS Fiber Project JPB Payment – Motion Dietz, second Pelletier to make the second half payment to the RS Fiber Joint Powers Board as outlined in the Joint Powers Agreement. Passed on a voice vote.
e. Representative on Librarian Hiring Committee – Erickson said the county library board would like to have a representative from Winthrop on the committee that will make a recommendation to the full county commission on hiring a new Librarian for Winthrop. Ed Pelletier volunteered to be on the committee.

f. Resignation of Officer Tracy Hewitt – Erickson said Officer Tracy Hewitt had turned in a letter of resignation. Chief Johnson publically thanked Officer Hewitt for all of her work with GFW and in the department. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to accept her resignation. Passed on a voice vote. Chief Johnson then talked about the process for hiring a new SRO for GFW. Supt. Bertrang would like to continue the position and she will be having a meeting soon with chiefs and safety committees in Gibbon and Fairfax. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve advertising for a new SRO officer. Passed on a voice vote.

VII. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Erickson reported the Minnesota Department of Health is requiring the city to hold a public hearing on the Wellhead Protection plan on Monday, February 13th. Attempts to have the hearing tonight (Feb. 6th) were unsuccessful because Feb. 6th was one week short of the required 60 day comment period for the plan. Motion Dietz, second Edwards to have a public hearing at 6 p.m. on Monday, February 13th at City Hall for Wellhead Protection. Pass on a voice vote.
b. CITY ATTORNEY
Lannoye informed the council about the need for UFC to transfer land to United Grain Systems. That means the developer agreement needs to be amended to reflect the transfer of land. Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to approve the Development Agreement Amendment as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
c. WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT

Supt. Ziegler said he has been meeting with HCP on the issues surrounding their decision to send their blow down cooling water to the city ponds. The MPCA had concerns about the practice but has since approved the change. He reported he is still having some problems with Well #3 tripping out of service and is working with Quade to fix the problem. He said he will have filter media bids ready for the special meeting February 13th.
d. STREET DEPARTMENT

Supt. Grack said he would like to advertise for a full time position to help out with streets, parks, electric and water and sewer. Mayor Trebelhorn said the council should have a work session on Monday Sept. 13th at 5 p.m. to discuss the issue. The council agreed. Gordy said he was going to order five LED street lights but Mark at Quades think the city should wait until the price comes down. Edwards thought we should look at a cost analysis of using LED lights.
e. FIRE DEPARTMENT
The annual township meeting has been set for Thursday, February 16th at 7 p.m. in the old fire hall. Mike Trebesch said that new radios will be coming soon. There is no word on a grant to pay for the radios.
f. POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Johnson said he was one of 10 chiefs in the state to receive advanced training at Camp Ripley. She attended that training the previous week. She also reported that Denny attended investigators training in Mankato. Chief Johnson is also getting quotes together for much needed remodeling of the police department. It won’t be extensive.

g.
MISCELLANEOUS
· Erickson gave a fiber optic project update.
· There was a letter from a concerned GFW student about the lack of a stop sign on the intersection of 2nd and Carver on the one way. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to change the yield sign to a stop sign going south at the intersection. Passed on a voice vote.
· There is a sharing services meeting set with Gaylord, Arlington and Green Isle at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 8th at EJs in Gaylord.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.
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