Minutes for a Regular Meeting
Of the Winthrop City Council

Tuesday, January 3rd, 2012
A regular meeting of the Winthrop City Council was called to order at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, January 3rd, 2012, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall for the purposes of conducting the business of the city.

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Trebelhorn at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL Council members Ed Pelletier, Rob Edwards, Lyle Muth, Pete Machaiek and Colleen Dietz were present.  City Administrator Mark Erickson, City Attorney Don Lannoye, Mike Mattison, Harold Pettis and Darrin Mielke were also present.
III. ESTABLISH AGENDA 
a. Motion Dietz, second Edwards to add the Peder Larson engagement letter to the agenda. Passed on a voice vote.
IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Motion Muth, and a second by Pelletier to approve the consent agenda as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
V. NEW BUSINESS
a. CASH Road Maintenance Agreements – Sibley County Highway Engineer Darrin Mielke and County Commissioner Harold Pettis spoke to the council about the new CASH Road Maintenance agreements for CASH 1, 32, 33 and 57 recently drawn up by the county and offered to the city council for their approval. Mielke said the agreements did not change anything regarding responsibility for maintenance of the CASH roads in Winthrop. The agreements were offered to formalize the arrangement so all parties understand their responsibilities. Regarding CASH 33, Mielke said the county would like to take over snow removal starting next year and a new agreement would be offered when the current agreement expires in July.  Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve maintenance agreements for CASH 1, 32, 33 and 57 as presented. Passed on a voice vote. There was a short discussion on the fiber project with Commissioner Pettis following the CASH discussion.
b. 2012 City Appointments/Fee Schedule – Erickson presented the 2012 city council appointments and fee schedule. Mayor Trebelhorn said he thought the cost of a fire call should increase to $1,000 and suggested we talk to surrounding cities about what they charge for fire calls. Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to approve the appointments and fee schedule as presented. Passed on a voice vote.
c. Quade Pay Request – Erickson presented a pay request from Quade Electric for work on the secondary feeder line in the amount of $15,200. Motion Edwards, second Dietz to approve the pay request. Passed on a voice vote.
d. Peder Larson Letter of Engagement – Erickson informed the council that HCP and the city may have an issue with the MPCA and regarding the city’s discharge permit because HCP is sending their cooling tower water to the city lagoon and the city’s permit does not allow them to take this water, according to a preliminary report from the MPCA. After discussing the matter with HCP CEO Ben Brown Erickson contacted attorney Peder Larson from the Twin Cities. He forwarded a letter of engagement with his firm. There is no cost to the engagement letter. After discussion it was decided to hold off of approving the letter to see how the MPCA resolved the matter. No action was taken.
VI. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
a. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Erickson reported that the administrator’s in Gaylord, Arlington, New Auburn and Gibbon have been discussion getting elected officials together to discuss opportunities to share large equipment purchases between the towns. The first opportunity might be to share a new jetter/vacuum truck with Gaylord. New Auburn is interested in possibly renting Winthrop’s street sweeper. Erickson will gather more information and bring it back to the council at a later date.
b. CITY ATTORNEY
Lannoye said that Erickson’s contract will expire April 1, 2012. He recommended the union bargaining team sit down with Erickson to discuss a new contract. The council agreed.
c. WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT

Erickson reported the city was the high bid for the Arlington generator and would take possession when Arlington was ready to replace the generator with a new one. It might be several months before that happens. The generator will most likely we stored in the garage by city hall and installed at the filter plant next summer.

d. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT

Mayor Trebelhorn said he thought the city should purchase several LED street lights to see how effective they are. Erickson said he would work with Gordy to get some installed.
e. AMBULANCE DEPARTMENBT

Lannoye said the department is looking at purchasing dress uniforms for special occasions.

f. CABLE COMMISSION REPORT

Erickson said the franchise renewal process has started with Mediacom. The franchise agreement expires in 2014.

g.
MISCELLANEOUS
· Erickson gave a fiber optic project update.
· Gibbon Police Department. The matter is on hold at this time. The ball is in Gibbon’s court.
· Lights on the Water Tower. No action was taken at this time. It was decided to wait and see how the new city signs look.
· Mayor Trebelhorn said he would like to see the fire department provide a guard for funerals on the north side of Highway 19 or perhaps Gordy could do it with his city truck.
Motion Edwards, second Dietz to close the regular session to discuss a legal matter. Passed on a voice vote.

Mayor Trebelhorn opened the closed session.

Motion Machaiek, second Edwards to closed the closed session and reopen the regular session. Passed on a voice vote.

Motion Edwards, second Pelletier to pay an additional $5,000 in costs for the sewer inceptor project regarding the easement with Pat Bartels. Passed on a voice vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m.
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